
CLIMBING THE CLIFFS.

AN ADVENTUROUS SPORTTHAT
CALLS FOR NERVE.

Id Down Steep and Inaccessible Crags
by Itopei The Implements Required
A Wouiun Walking- - ISackwurd Down a
Cliff.

(London Letter.) "'""
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MAM other things, there
are degrees; and
in this article I
propose to deal
only with the very
highest form of
this faselnati n g
hobby. I refer more
particularly to

g, or,
more prop e r I y,

In search of eggs.
Among the most distinguished adepts
In this difficult and perilous art Is
appropriately enough one of the
most popular officers In the British
army Lleutonant-Colone- l Wllloughby-Verne- r,

of the Rifle Brlgado, who Is,
at this moment, a professor of mili-
tary science at Sundhurst.

While stationed at Gibraltar, be-

tween 1874 and 1880, Colonol Vomer
had splendid opportunities for Indulg-
ing his favorite pastime. "The lowest

as to situation and also the very
first eagle's nest I ever took, was that
of an Imperial eagle a tree-nesti-

species. This nest was in a stunted
tree, only 20 feet high, in the middle
of an almost impenetrable thicket,
which was surrounded by a largo
swamp covered with reeds 10 feet
high." Here the great bird relied for
security on the solitude of the Bwamp,
and the difficulty of access to the tree,
Certainly, Colonel Verner would never
have reached that nest were It not
for the assistance rendered by a couple
of bare-legge- d Spanish leech-catcher- s,

who beat down the reeds for him with
their poles. The gallant Colonel's
highest nest (as compared with the
lowest, mentioned above) was that of

a golden eagle, which took up Its abode
In a dizzy crag, 2800 feet above Jlmena,
in Andalusia.

Asked as to the details of his cllft-cllmbi-

outfit, Colonel Verner said:
"I take with me 180 feet of
Alpine rope; 50 feet of rope for
bad' places; a ball of strong twine

with lead weieht attached, for com

municatins un or down; a nest of tin
boxes for eggs, carried in a loong
creel: fleld-slasse- s, dagger, canvas
belt (specially made for me by a blue-ticket-

water-bottl- e and provisions;
a haud camera, and a set of egg-blo- w

ing instruments packed in a case.
To these may be added a 28 foot

rope of pure silk, weighing but a few
onuces, yet capable of supporting two
men. This rope was given to the Col-

onel by the late Crown Prince Rudolf
of Austria, who had used it himself
whilst chamois-huntin- g in the Tyrol.
One of our illustrations shows In
quite a startling manner the frightful
positions in which rs quite
commonly find themselves. This dar-

ing man is Mr. C. Kearton, of Elstree,
Herts. I asked Mr. Kearton to de-

scribe his method of making a descent,
and this is what he said: "Perhaps It
would be better, first of all, if I said
a word or two about that photo. In it
I am depicted climbing down a cliff
on the south coast of Ireland. I am
about fifty feet down, and the cliff was
nearly 300 feet above the sea. The
photo was taken by a naturalist friend.

"Before starting on a
expedition," pursued Mr. Kearton, "I
first procure a couple of ropes about
the thickness of one's thumb, and in
length from 200 feet to 300 feet. Next
a crowbar, which I fix firmly in the
ground some distance from the edge of
the cliff. One rope (the guide rope)
Is securely tied to this crowbar, and
then held by the man who is letting
me down. Attached to the end are
three loops, which are placed round
my body and under my legs to prevent
me from falling out. With the camera
Blung over my back, and the gulde- -

WALKING BACKWARDS.

rope in my hand, I deliberately walk
backwards over the brink of the cliff,
the rope being controlled ' by a man
who unwinds it at given signals. On
firing my revolver, the situation of a
$est is at once revealed by the sud-fle- n

flight of the birds. As I am low-

ered, I carefully dislodge with my feet
every loose bit of rock with my reach,
so as to avoid a possible shower of
rubble and stones (the result of con-

tact with the rope) when below. This
is vitally important. At will, I can sit
in the girth or sling. As the sound
of one's voice is lost when at a depth
down the cliff of about fifty feet, an-

other man la stationed at a point where
I can see tilm; and it is through his
agency that the maa at the crowbar
receives my signals. The nest to be
photographed may be found on a fair

ly accessible ledge, In which ease tha
manipulation of the camera is com-

paratively caay; but where it is built
on a projecting stone or small edge,
tremendous difficulties have to be over
come. In such cases two legs of the
camera must rest on my body, most
conveniently in tho belt round my
waist. Having fixed up the apparatus
I proceed to focus the object; this ia

tho moat difficult task of all, and one
which may last five minutes or an
hour, or even longer still, according to
circumstances. Then It frequently
happens that when everything is ready
for the exposure, one of my legs will
slip or my body sway in an aggravat-
ing manner, so that the nest will havo
to be

"Where a recess in the cliff Is reach-
ed in descending or ascending by the
ropes, one's body, being Insulated, be-

gins to rotate like a goose on a roasting-

-jack; and the sensation of twirl-
ing round In mld-a- lr at the end of a
rope, with the very real possibility of
a shower of dislodged stones from
above, and in the event of an acc-
identcertain death beneath, is any-

thing but pleasant. Remember, one's
life is literally In the hands of tho man
at the crowbar. On one occasion, just
as I was disappearing over the cliff,
this responsible person got joking with
his companion, the signal man, and he
let the coll of rope slip up to the top
of the crowbar. A moment more and
it would have slipped off altogether,
but a horrified yell from me brought
the careless fellow to some sense of
duty, just in tfmo to avoid a catas-
trophe."

Another illustration shows the tak-

ing of a raven's nest at Trevent, Pem-

brokeshire. This nest was placed in
a deep hollow, which is seen n little
below the climber (Mr. C. D. Head).
The creat cliffs nt this point are un-

usually steep and lofty, this one in
particular projecting sharply from the
main line of cliffs, and having a rag-

ing sea on either side. To reach the
spot where the rope attendant is seen
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TAKING RAVEN'S NEST AT TRE-

VENT.

standing, a narrow saddle-shape- d ridge
of treacherous rock and soil had to be
crossed, and this was barely two feet
wide, so that passing over it was no
pleasant task, especially when bur-

dened with steel crowbars, ropes, and
other Impedimenta.

The Jupanese Alpi.
The "Japanese Alps" In altitude are

only about two-thir- that of the Swiss
mountains, but the magnificent forests
which clothe their mighty flanks and
the rich and picturesque valleys which
lie at their leet give them an indl
viduality and charm which are not sur
passed by any other mountain region
of the world. Owing to the fact that
travel among them is of the roughest
description, these wild fastnesssea have
hitherto remained a "charmed circle
within a charmed circle." In variety,
nothing is wanting, from the richness
of al vegetation to Alpine
snows. The Japanese, as well as the
Europeans, have their climbing clubs,
and make much more elaborate ar-

rangements for the comfort and con-

venience of their members than the
Swiss or British clubs. They have a
system of huts all along their moun-

tain routes, with porters for carrying
tired climbers or women. It will be
seen from this that the ascent of most
of the peaks is attended with little
discomfort and almost no danger. Sev-

eral of the peaks have a peculiar Inter-

est. They are regarded as sacred, and
the foreign traveler who climbs there
meets all sorts of pilgrims, and wit-

nesses the most curious of ceremon-
ies. The two most sacred mountains
are the famous Fujiyama, which ap-

pears so often in the background of
Japanese pictures, and Ontake.

Rain as a Rock Destroying Agent.
Rain is one of the most active

agents, acting upon it both
chemically and mechanically. It dis-

solves out the soluble part and makes
the insoluble part crumble; and me-

chanically these crumbling parts are
washed off so that the higher peak'
above where the forests grow are al-

ways bare, naked rocks; because th
continual wash of the rain and the force
of the winds sweep away all of the
debris; consequently the naked rock is
always exposed to rapid disintegration
by frost, rain, wind, and changes of
temperature.

Burmese Ceremonies.
Two ceremonies in Burmah mart!

when childhood stops and manhood or
womanhood begins. The boys have
their leg3 tattoed in brilliant blue and
red patterns, and the girls their ear
bored. The boring of the girls' ear
is commenced with a needle, and h
punctur Is gradually Increased

the tip of the fnger can be introduced

FOR WOMAN AND nOME

ITEMS OF INTEREST TO MAIDS
AND MATRONS.

"Denmark Is Raid to lie tbe Fararils
for Old Maids Stooklngi In Uujr De-

signs for Hummer Motes of tba
Fashions.

The Old Story.
HEY stood beside

- I the fence that
1 JT" ran

1 Between their
I I futhers' farms;
LJ He leaned uuon

the topmost
rail

II Id strong: and
brawny arms.

Her shoulder Just
came up to
them;

A slender maid
was she;

Tet that she ruled that stalwart youth
Was very pluin to see.

Ah! earnestly he spoke to her;
The burning words ho said

She eeemed to hear and heed, and yet
She lifted not her head;

For on some daisies in her hand
Her eyes were fixed, and theso

fine plucked to pieces one by one
And cast upon the breeze,

As the laBt leaf she plucked and flung
It on the wind, she turned

Her eyes to his and saw the love
Within their depths that burned.

And then at last she seemed to cast
All doubt, all fear aside;

Her love she did confess, and gave
Her troth to be his bride.

Over the fence he lightly leapt.
And claBped her to his breast,

And to her cheek that brightly burned,
His glowing lips he pressed.

Then, as the sunset's rosy glow.
Brightened the peaceful land,

With happy hearts toward her home
They wandered hand in hand.

TULLE

Her father in the doorway stood
As they came up the walk,

Indifferent to all around,
Absorbed In sweetest talk.

He knew what suit his neighbor's soa
Would make to him and smiled.

For ever had he wished that he
Should wed his darling child.

And when the young man, stammer-
ing, asked

If he might wed the maid,
The old man In her lover's hand

His daughter's gently laid.
The kindly words he uttered filled

With Joy the lover's heart,
And to each other pledged two lives

That only death could part.

Faradise for Old Maids.
Old maids must claim the little king-

dom of Denmark for their Paradise, for
they are insured there. Any girl who
feels that there is a likelihood of her
being laid on the shelf may make pro-

vision whereby she can, at the age of
40, be put in the spinster class for good
end receive weekly benefits. These
benefits, of course, are in cash. Some
of the old maids might prefer to have
it so that, Instead of money, they
would have a nice, well-train- bache-

lor call twice a week and stay and be
entertaining. Some enterprising Am-

erican ought to get up such a scheme.
There are good-looki- bachelors
enough to get up a corps of wooers.
Old maids in the company would have
a man call on them, say twice a week,

and listen while they played on the
piano and sang their favorite sentl- -

mental song. He would say nice thing,
about the playing and the singing and
the singer. Neither would.be kick th
cat that would be nure to be prowling
about. Many an old maid would be
able to retain her ct if she
could make some such provision. And
think, too, of the tempers It would keep
from souring! Old maids are said to
have awful tempers, and this course ot
treatment would be certain to sweeten
thorn.

Trusslan Puffs.

Cream two ounces of butter, adding
three tablespoonfuls of sugar and the
yolks of three eggs, then by degrees
add three teAcupfuls of milk and the
same of flour, a saltspoonful of salt,
and whon all is mixed stir In the stiffly-b-

eaten whites of three eggs flavored
with vanilla. Half fill some greased
teacups with the batter and bake for
twenty minutes in a quick oven. Serve
immediately with sweut sauce.

Stockings In Guy Designs.
Brilliancy of color and extravagance

of design are tho rule in the stockings
which the arbitrary fashion of the com-

ing spring will seek to enforce upon
its favorites. The quiet and domure
hose which but a short time since were
preferred by women of taste have been
relegated to the obscurity of the un-

used bureau drawer, and their succes-

sors are as flamboyant as the costumes
with which they will be worn. Noth-

ing more astonishing in the way of
hosiery has been seen in a long time
than those contained in a group ot
interesting patterns just made ready
for a young society woman. One of
the most effective was a pattern of
dark stars on a light ground. The
stocking was of daintiest white silk,

the stars in deep black. They were
to be worn with a chic spring

costume of black and white Bilk, with
which they will accord strikingly.
Another effective design gave a berib-bone- d

effect to the stocking of dark
red silk, the stripe of white extending
from ankle to top. A third, wWch is
for wear with a dainty evening slip-
per, was a combination ot black and
yellow, in an altogether new design.

What Women Are Doing.

The queerest fad on record Is that of
Miss Dell Ten Eyck of Worcester,
Mass., who amuses herself by captur-
ing and taming all sorts of sea mon-

strosities. She has Jars of devil fish
and Bays she really enjoys their pres-

ence.

Cuban women of the families ot the
Insurgents are inoulcatlng what they
consider right ideas in the minds of
their children. A primer has Just been
printed in Cuba setting forth revolu-
tionary sentiments in an attractive
manner.

In France women have a monopoly
on bookkeeping in restaurants and
cafes. They are well paid and have
few expenses, their meals being fur-
nished by the restaurant and a plain
black dress beiug all that is required
in the way of toilet during working
hours.

DRESS.

WHAT THE MINE BOSS KNOWS.
Nowadays a Colliery Manager Must Da

s Smattering of the Sciences,
The subjects, in addition to tbe three

R's, wlch Intending colliery manag-
ers should endeavor to get a thorough
knowledge of, says Science and Art
a Training, are as follows: 1. Geolo-

gy, which gives them a knowledge of
the rocks forming the earth and the
formations in which coal Is found; also
ot the faults, dikes, washouts, eta,
which interrupt the continuation of
coal seams. 2. Boring and Blnklng, a
IrnislL'lskilrrA tt whlMi la ioniilroH In Annn

:lng new royalties and In searching for
coal seams that have been disclosed by
faults, etc. 3. The practical working
f mines, which enables them to lay out
mine on the most advantageous sys-

tems of working, hauling and drainage,
i. Principles of mechanic-- , which ena-
bles them to know the strength ot
beams, girders, ropes and chains re-

tired for different kinds of work; also
the horse power of engines required
tor winding, hauling and pumping cer-
tain quantities of water. 5. Steam, com-
pressed air by electricity; the properties
f steam und the principles of tho

(team engine enable them to use steam
soonomlcally and to the best advant-ig- e

and to superintend the erection of
engines and be a help to them in pur-

chasing new engines; compressed air,
which enables them to know the ad-

vantage of It over steam for driving,
killing and coal-cutti- machines;
electricity, so that they may know
tomethlng of the advantages of electrio
ilgnallng and lighting and of the trans-
mission of power for long distances.

,8. Mine ventilation, gases, coal dust,
lighting of mines, explosives and blast-
ing; a thorough knowledge of these, If
properly carried out, Insures the safe
working of a mine and will considera-
bly reduce the causes ot explosions. 7.

Surveying, because the manager, is re-

sponsible for the plans to be pro-luc- ed

to tho Inspector and for his work-

ings trespassing Into other royalties
and for leaving sufficient coal under
surface erections, etc. 8. The coal
mines regulation act, which should be
well understood to comply with the
aot In all Its details for safoty. 9, And
last, but not least, ho must study man-

kind, so as to be able to deal properly
with and manage men of all Bhades of
opinion.

CREAT PROBLEM FOR WOMEN.

It Can Be Solved If Women Will Work
Together.

Discussing the solution of "Women's
Most Vexing Problem" domestic serv
Ice In the Ladles' Home Journal, Ed
ward W. Bok Insists that, "first of all,
women must drop a lot ot outside
problems with whloh they are at pres
ent grappling, but which, after all, on
ly Indirectly concern them. Important
they may be, in a general sense, but
not th part.as Important aa
Is this problem which is exclusively
theirs. Foreign mlsalons, the ballot,
the higher education of women, good
government, the amelioration of the
poor it will he well enough for women
to labor for all these causes when their
Dwn more lmmodlate problems are set
tied. The servant-gir- l problem is far
more Important at present than any of
these. Other problems are genoral in
their effects: this one strikes at the
very heart of the American home. We
io not begin to realize how Intimately
associated is tnis problem with our
happiness. It concerns every man, wo
man and child. But truo charity be
jlns at home, and we have heathens la
.fow of our kltchons who need civiliz-

ing and educational Influences Just as
much as do the natives of India's coral
strand. I have nothing to say against
woman's work in foreign missionary
societies, good government clubs, or
aharlty organizations of whatever sort.
But I do say this: that scores of wo-

men are employing efforts in those di
rections which ought to be employed in
the solution of matters nearer home.
Women can solve this doraostlc prob-

lem If they will. But they must get to
gether and work unitedly. If they do
I venture to Bay that in a year or two
there will be no such thing as the serva-

nt-girl problem, for it will have been
solved."

WHIPPING POST IN BOSTON.

Even Women Were Not Hpared Public
Chatliement,

Alice Morse Earle, in an article on
"Punishments of Bygone Days," In the

Chap-Boo- k, after giving John Taylor
the Water Poet's rhymed description
of corporal punishment in London, ex-

plains how rapidly flogging came into
use In Boston. The whipping post was
speedily in. full force in Boston. At
the session of the court held Nov. 30,

1630, one man was sentenced to be
whipped for stealing a loaf of bread,
another for shooting fowl on the Sab
bath, another for swearing, another for
leaving a boat "without a pylott." Then
we read of John Pease that for "stryk-in- g

his mother and derydlng her he
Bhalbe whipt." Lying, swearing, tak-

ing false toll, perjury, selling rum to
the Indians all were punished by
whipping. Pious regard for the Sab-

bath was fiercely upheld by the sup-

port of the whipping post In 1613

Roger Scott, for "repeated, sleeping on
the Lord's day" and for striking the
person who waked him from his god-

less slumber, was sentenced to be se-

verely whipped. Women were not
spared public chastisement. "The gift
of prophecy" was at once subdued in
Boston by lashes, as was unwomanly
carriage.

It Happens Erery Day There.
Brown Do you really think there's

inythlng In the theosophlcal theory
:hat people die and come to life again?
Robinson Certainly. Don't you read
the news from Cuba .?-- New York
World.

THE STATE OF KANSAS.

From a circular recently Issued by
the Kansas State Temperance union:

The Brewers Journal of New York,
Chicago and London Is the official
organ of tho United States Brewers'
association, the Alo Brewers' associa-
tion, and the New York State Brewers'
and Malterers' association. In its
Issue of January 1, 1807, it publishes,
as a supplement, a table compiled ex-

pressly for tho paper, giving the sales
ot beer for each state of the union for
each of the ton years ending with June
so, isuu. it is siiown that in the li
cense states the sales of boer for 1800
have lncreasod 3,3.14,004 barrels over
the year before, while in the same time
in tho prohibition states the sales of
beer have actually decreased 368 bar-
rels. Moreover, it is shown that In
prohibition Kansas tho sales of beer
for 1800 wore 0,010 barrels, while in
high license Nobruska, with over 300,-00- 0

less population, tho sales of beer
for 1600 were 10,317 barrels, or more
than twenty-si- x times as much.

During a trip over the Santa Fe rail
road as far west as Ureut Bend, last
week, the editor of the Kansas Farmer
had an eye on growing wheat as the
object of his chief interest Tho ira
presslon is irresistible that a consider
ably smaller acreage has been sown
than heretofore. The stand ia vari
able. On early-plowe- d lands a good
stand prevails. On late plowlngs and
on stubble sowings the stand is
medium to poor and in some cases none
at all To tho careful observer the
prospect averages better than at this
time lust year, and tho writer will be
surprised if the territory traversed
does not harvest a larger aggregate
this year than last

Tho celebrated Ingalls calf case is
ngain In tho district court at Atch-
ison. Several yours ago one Joe
llowen pi need a calf iu a pasture
owned by John J. Ingalls. A spring
had been dug out1 in tins pasture by
one Edward Elche, who leased the
pasture. Tho calf fell into tho spring
and drowned. Bowon sued Ingalls for
the value of the calf. After a trial or
two the court freed Ingalls from any
responsibility and the suit was then
transferred to Elche. It has had
three trials in the district court, with
a hung jury each time, and several
trials in tho justice court. Tho costs
nro now groat enough to buy a big
herd of calves.

Says tho Garden City Imprint: Emi-
grants going East or West are pulling
through hero almost every day, and it
is not unreasonable to suppose that
each party is "cussing" tho section of
country from whence they come, and
it is not unlikely that many of these
same emigrants will pass each other
next spring traveling in exactly the
opposite direction they are going now,
ond each will bo "cussing" tho coun-
try from whence they came.

Secretary F. D. Coburn of tho state
boura of agriculture has issued a bul-
letin compiled from reports of corre-
spondents, mainly whoat-growor- s and
millers, in nearly every neighborhood
in Kansas, giving the conditions ot
growing wheat on April 20. Rating a
vigorous, satisfactory condition ot
growth at 100, Secretary Coburn finds
tho average condition for the entire
state to be 80.

There is only one paper mill run-
ning in Kaunas and that is the mill in
Lawrence. Several were built, but
they did not havo a long foil want to
fill, and are Idle now. There is not
enough wrapping paper used in Kan-
sas to keep one mill busy. The mill
here has to depend upon three states
for Its trade. We over-boome- d ia
Kansas and no mistuko, planting two
industries, where one could not legiti-
mately' live. Lawrence World.

The last Item written by Sol Miller
for tho Troy Chief was grimly sugges-
tive of his own impending fate. It
reads as follows: "What has become
of tho man who used to
ride into town from tho country on
horseback, carrying a neatly trimmed
cornstalk which everybody knew was
a sign that somebody was dead, and
ho was bringing in a measure for tho
coffin?"

Charley Martin is not recovering
very rapidly from tho iniurics he re-
ceived while on a railroad train going
into Washington. It became neces-
sary to break and reset his injured
arm a fovv days ago, and ho is said to
be In great pain and much weakened
from his suffering.

The apple carnival In Leavenworth
will bo stretched out to last a week
next fall, In honor of the G. A. R. re-

union to bo held there.
Work has been cominoncod on the

now Federal prison at Fort Leaven-
worth. It will be done by 470 convicts
under the direction of Warden French.
In the foundation will be put 13,000
barrels of cement, 40,000 barrels of
sand and 00,000 yards of concrete. An
excavation of 181,000 cubic yards will
bo necessary.

Kansas has about no.0'10,000 bushels
of wheat ready for the market and
more growing. The upward plunge
of wheat on the market last week
meant 8'-- 000,000 to Kansas farmers to
say nothing of what millions may yet
bo in prospect.

Eureka Herald: There is a deter-
mined struggle now bolng waged be-

tween Topeka and Wichita as to which
shall lead in tho number of divorce
actions, tho score standing 80 to 83,
but as there is a ward in Wichita not
yet heard from, the latter city has
hopes.

Itcports from Southern Kansas and
Oklahoma indicate the destruction of
thousands of acres of tine wheat by
wind storm. Wherever there was sand
it cut the wheat as effectively as if a
mowing tnacnine nan been run over it,

A woman to whom Quantrell was
engaged lives in Douglas county.
They were school children together
and lovers. she has a storv to tell
and she will tell it some time.

There are no funds in possession of
the United States marshal to pay wit
nesses and jurors, hence the Fort Scott
term of the United States district
court has been continued from the first
Monday In May to tho fourth Monday
in May.

Anew kind of donation party has
been invented in Southern Kansas. At
Caldwell, the other day, the entire
Methodist congregation went down to
the parsonage and dug the preacher a
cyclone cellar.

Colonel A. R. Green of Kansas, in-

spector of the survey corps of general
and district land offices, has been re-

instated in that office 0 the secretary
f tha interior.


